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Orange County Radio Amateurs (OCRA) Newsletter 

March 2008 
From the Editor 
 
I guess I should not be surprised at this point.  After all, I have had this opportunity now for over a year.  What in the world 
am I writing about?  Trust me, you will understand as you read through this month’s newsletter --  I am no longer surprised 
by the interesting articles that are submitted.  Nor am I surprised by the interesting people who are part of the OCRA 
organization.   
 
Be sure to get very comfortable as you read through your club’s newsletter.  There is quite a lot to enjoy!   
 
And, remember – get radio active! 
 
Best regards, 
Laurie - N1YXU 
lbmeier@bellsouth.net 
____________________________________________________________________________ ______________________  
 
Summary of the February Meeting 
 
The February OCRA meeting was held on Monday, February 11.  There were quite a few topics discussed at the meeting.  
Summaries are shown below: 
• Sincere congratulations to Adriano (KI4OTN) and Chris (N2JFP) for their recent upgrades to Extra and General class, 

respectively.  OCRA members celebrated their achievement by sharing a delicious cake prepared by Lisa (KG4PFB). 
• Ken, KR4FM, discussed winlink capabilities.  Ken is going to give a presentation on the topic at the March meeting.  

For further information, you can look at www.winlink.org. 
• The OCRA cup was presented to Meg (KI4LLL) for her tremendous work to foster amateur radio by working with 

youth and establishing an active radio station at her school.  Meg – thank you so much for all that you are doing to help 
ensure future generations of amateur radio operators! 

• There were several show and tell items.   
o Chris (K4CPS) showed the group photo multiplier tubes from nuclear cameras.   
o Steve (KZ1X) shared OCRA notebooks and memorabilia from the 1990s. 
o Chris (KG4HNC) showed the group his recently upgraded K2 with a 100 watt amplifier.  He also shared QSL 

cards that he has recently received. 
• Bill (W1REP) gave a overview of using the ARRL QSL bureau.  He had informative handouts for the group and 

specific details especially for folks with “4” callsigns.  For those of you who are ARRL members, be sure to take 
advantage of this great service for QSL cards.  Bill – Thank you for your presentation! 

• There were two winners of the monthly paper contest.  They were Steve (KZ1X) and Mac (WQ8U). 
 
 
The March OCRA meeting will be held on Monday, March 10, at the Sunrise Church beginning at 7:30 pm.  The weekly 
Orange County ARES net meets on Saturdays at 9:30 am local on the W4UNC repeater [442.150MHz with a PL tone of 
131.8Hz].  All licensed amateur radio operators are invited and encouraged to check in. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________  
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President’s QRM 
 
It seems to be customary for presidents to give a "state of the union" address, or in the case of NC's own Governor Easley, a 
"state of the state" address, so this will be the "state of the club" harangue.  And the net of that message is, I think, the club 
is doing rather well at this time and has a potential for a good, exciting future.  
 
 As most of you know, our internet presence has come a long, long way.  I average an hour or two a day building web 
content for us, and my goal is for the OCRA web page to be the preferred bookmark for any ham in the area to find out 
what's going on.  Recently added were a section on good, free computer software of interest to members, an ongoing 
calendar feature listing coming events, and a section on OCRA members' accomplishments with photos.  As I write this, 
our little old club website has gotten over 600 "hits," which is a start, and that number will only increase as more and more 
Piedmont North Carolina hams find out about us.  I want it to be easier to find it on our web page than to search for it 
elsewhere and to have the content refreshed enough to make people come back often for more.   
      
Dan Eddleman (KR4UB), our OCRA Treasurer, attributed OCRA membership rising to the new web pages, especially the 
easier to use OCRA application and PayPal links.  It appears to me that, since I began keeping track of these matters several 
years ago, OCRA is entering in to the first quarter of 2008 with a much higher percentage of paid-up members.  I don't have 
the actual statistics on this, but I see a lot more "Ys" in the "2008" column than I recall for the "2007" column even as 2007 
was drawing to a close.  Most of the people I've talked to who were in arrears for club dues have simply overlooked paying 
them rather than being dissatisfied with OCRA.  If you're not sure where you stand on your membership status, you can 
always check the OCRA web page:  
 
http://www.qsl.net/w4unc/members.html  
 
...and the two columns on the right will tell you whether you're paid for 2008 and 2009.  Let me say once again that we're 
only human and can make mistakes, so if you've paid and it's not showing, bring it to our attention and don't get angry.  
 
Participation in our Orange County ARES Net seems to be holding its own.  There's no shortage of hams willing to 
volunteer for Net Control duty, and if you've never run the net, why not give it a try?  It's really easy, and the script and 
check sheet are on the Orange County ARES website:  
 
http://www.qsl.net/w4ez  
 
We'd be glad to provide you with some in-person assistance if you need a little handholding for your first time as the Net 
Control Op.  I did this for my XYL, Lisa (KG4PFB), when she ran the net the first couple of times, and now she's a 
seasoned veteran.  (She still enjoys some handholding from time to time, but that's another story.)  
 
If all goes well, the NC ARES Area 10 leadership will have begun its net on the OCRA 442.150MHz repeater by the time 
you read this.  
   
The monthly membership meetings seem healthy.  I received a number of compliments on the February meeting, and 
having a program, even a short program, appears to appeal to many of you, so we'll try to continue with that.  Personally, I 
think refreshments afterward are a fine idea, too.  We tried a different location for the February board meeting, going to 
Casa Ibarra this time instead of the Village Diner.  The only comments I heard about that were positive, so we'll probably 
keep that up, also.  
 
We have a Field Day Czar, Dave Snyder (W4SAR), who can devote his energies to that mission and help us properly 
recruit and plan for our major scheduled annual communications event.  
 
So, what about the future?  Well, I intend to continue to encourage people and recognize their triumphs.    
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 I want to reestablish the OCRA Ten Meter net, maybe at 28.380MHz, and perhaps also initiate a VHF or UHF simplex net. 
 Of course, I'll need to get my antennas up. (I know, I know: You're saying, "Jeez, if I have to hear him say he's gonna put 
up his flippin' antennas one more time, I'm gonna heave!")  
 
I'm fortunate in also being an ARRL Public Information Officer for our area, so I'll continue to push for media coverage for 
Amateur Radio in general and OCRA in particular.  And I'd like to have either US Senator Elizabeth Dole or US Senator 
Richard Burr (or both!) visit us at Field Day.  (We had Congressman David Price last year.)    
 
With Skip Fisher's (N6LUZ, Orange County ARES EC) blessing, I'm going to pursue having the Town of Hillsborough as 
another agency served by OCRA.  Hillsborough's Town Manager is a good friend of OCRA's John Forrest (KI4QXO), and 
he and I plan a meeting soon to talk about what we might do to assist them with communications emergencies.  
   
I'd also like to see us conduct more Volunteer Examination sessions, perhaps having one on each "off" month in the 
evening during the week.  Maybe we could hold some licensing classes in conjunction with the new Durham Tech campus 
being built on the outskirts of Hillsborough.  
 
For the very far future, I'd like to see us have an OCRA/OC ARES communications van, complete with generator and 
batteries, a screwdriver antenna for HF, a permanent APRS station, and operating positions where members could plug in 
their own radios in addition to the IC-706 that the club owns.  In addition to being useful in emergencies, it could be 
deployed on Saturday mornings sometimes to do net control and serve as a splendid recruitment and public relations tool. 
 If anybody is familiar with grant request writing, we could try to make this project happen in the not so very far future.  
 
Perhaps we could also establish OCRA Life Memberships.  We'd need to determine what initial amount would, if invested, 
generate interest income that would be close to the level of current yearly dues.  There are probably at least several people 
who would find it beneficial to become Life Members and not have to worry about whether or not they'd paid their dues 
each year.  There'd have to be ground rules in writing about underwhat emergency situations we could touch the principal, 
but it could be done.  
 
Re-reading all of this, it's kind of like trying to get a sip of water from a fire hose.  Bruce Meier (N1LN) and I were talking 
on the radio a day or two after the February meeting, and he said, "You sure have a tall order living up to that great 
February meeting we had."  I replied that I was blessed with a varied and widely talented group of club members, and each 
one has fascinating things to share.  "But," I said, "I'll be content if, somehow as a result of my actions as club president, I 
hear some OCRA member say that he or she made a new friend over the radio."  Because that's really what it's all about, 
isn't it?  
      
vy 73 de Woody K3VSA  
2008 OCRA President  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________  
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The Meaning of the Wouff-Hong  
contributed by Mac, WQ8U 
 
"The Wouff-Hong is amateur radio's most sacred symbol and stands for the enforcement of law and order in amateur operation." 
 
The Radio Amateur's Handbook, 1930, page 11 
 
[Editor’s note:  For those of you who attended the February meeting, you’ll recall that one of the questions in the paper 
contest related to the Wouff-Hong tradition in amateur radio.  Mac, WQ8U, researched his files and found further 
information on the Wouff-Hong.  Two separate articles are shown below concerning this tradition.] 
 
 

Article #1:  My Wouff-Hong -KG2IC 
  

I checked my backpack once again; just to be sure it was still there. It was, and its finish though now dull, still bespoke of a 
proud past. Of my radio purchases over the past 5 years, this simple item, purchased for less than one would spend on a 
lunch, had eclipsed them all. Let me explain. 
 
On August 14, 1999 Bill K2LNU and I attended the moving sale of our friend, Fred Hammond VE3HC in Guelph, Ontario. 
I had first met Fred 4 years ago, when I was still quite new to the hobby. Fred, licensed since 1929, had established and 
maintained the outstanding Hammond Museum of Radio in his hometown of Guelph.  Bill and I, along with many others, 
had become frequent visitors to his museum.  His warm "V.. E.. 3.. H-Henry..C-Charlie" had greeted me several times on 
75 meter AM as a return to my call of "CQ". However, in 1998 Fred sadly suffered a stroke, and although recovering, has 
been absent from the air. 
 
At the sale, much of the gear was quickly snapped up, but a garage full of cardboard boxes containing radio parts was left 
largely untouched. You know the type of the boxes I am speaking about, the kind found under the tables at many a hamfest, 
covered with alternate layers of dust and grime, so often overlooked by those in quest of more "glamorous" finds. I have 
always found such boxes truly the proverbial diamonds in the rough, time capsules of radios rich legacy.   Needless to say, I 
was soon busy rooting around in the parts boxes in the garage, boxes that had caught the attention of only a few other 
amateurs.   

I saw a nearby ham pickup, examine curiously and then return to the box an odd shaped metal object. The size and shape 
certainly looked familiar, but I discounted it, as I would never expect to find such in a box of radio parts.  Still, my own 
curiosity now peaked, I walked over, bent down, and picked up the item for myself. Yes, I thought, as I carefully turned it 
over in my hands, it really is. Although the once shiny finish was now discolored with age, and caked with decades of dust, 
there was no mistaking the classic form; it was a "Wouff-Hong".   

Beginning in 1917, stories by an anonymous writer using the pseudonym "The Old Man", or "T.O.M." began to appear in 
the American Radio Relay League's (ARRL) monthly publication QST. Titled the "Rotten Radio" series, they harshly 
assailed and exposed the poor operating practices of the day with caustic satire and humor. It was in one of these stories, 
entitled "Rotten QRM", that T.O.M. blasted the gibberish he'd overheard in one particular QSO, citing as an example the 
words "wouff hong", which apparently was either a concocted abbreviation, or someone's poor attempt at sending. 
 
 

 

Article #2: 

Beginning in 1917, stories by an anonymous writer using the pseudonym "The Old Man", or "T.O.M." began to appear in 
the American Radio Relay League's (ARRL) monthly publication QST. Titled the "Rotten Radio" series, they harshly 
assailed and exposed the poor operating practices of the day with caustic satire and humor. It was in one of these stories, 
entitled "Rotten QRM", that T.O.M. blasted the gibberish he'd overheard in one particular QSO, citing as an example the 
words "wouff hong", which apparently was either a concocted abbreviation, or someone's poor attempt at sending. 
 
At the time of the articles T.O.M. did not know what a Wouff-Hong was, but he later adopted it as a disciplinary object 
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with which to both flail bad operating practices and inflict punishment on the perpetrators. It is said that in the following era 
he had, tongue in cheek, proposed its use as an instrument of torture and discipline, to maintain decency and order in the 
ham radio community.   

It was early in the year 1919 that T.O.M. contributed an article to QST called "Rotten Starting", criticizing the slow 
progress of the United States government to allow hams to operate again after World War I. It finished with "I am sending 
you a specimen of a real live Wouff-Hong which came to light when we started to get our junk out of cold storage. Keep it 
in the editorial sanctum where you can lay your hands on it quickly in an emergency. We will soon be allowed to transmit, 
and then you will need it." Accompanying this article was a misshapen, wooden, wire-bound two-pronged tuning fork-like 
object. Yes, the Wouff-Hong. 

It was in the July 1919 issue of QST that the portrait of the Wouff-Hong first appeared. At each meeting of the Leagues 
Board, the Wouff-Hong stood on display, to the humbled looks of the Directors." 

Only after his death, was it was revealed to all that T.O.M. had actually been Hiram Percy Maxim, the founder and first 
President of the ARRL. It is said that he took the secret of the origin of the first Wouff-Hong to his grave. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Guglielmo Marconi & Clifden, County Galway, Ireland 
by Gary Pielak, AI4GT 
 
The Pielaks spent Christmas in Ireland.  Five days before the holiday, the four of us plus Betty (Elizabeth’s mother from 
Oxford), our friend Liz Moore, and Jojo and Carl (Elizabeth’s sister and her husband from Johannesburg, South Africa) met 
in the in the small town of Clifden, where we stayed with Elizabeth and Jojo’s cousin, Charlie.   
 
We did our Christmas shopping in town.  What a great time!  And made even better by the fact that Charlie’s in-laws own 
one of the pubs, but I digress; this article is supposed to be about radio.   
 
While taking-in the town on our first morning I wondered why there was a restaurant named Marconi’s.  The next day we 
took a drive south of Clifden to see the sights around JoJo and Elizabeth’s girlhood Irish home.  I noticed a small sign on 
the side of the road that said “Marconi Site”.  Again, I thought, “what does the pioneer of radio have to do with this out-of-
the-way Irish town?  We drove down the narrow road, which only got narrower over the next mile.  Then we noticed the 
sheep closing in and the potholes getting larger.  If I was alone I would have continued, but we decided not to take the 
chance of stranding my 90-year old mother-in-law, and ruining the rental minivan. 
 
Bottom line, we never made it.  Here are some pictures I found on the web of what we missed.  And here is what Charlie 
told me and what I read here and there.  The site is special because on 17 October 1907 Marconi sent his first commercial 
message from the station on that spot.  The message, sent on a frequency of 54 kHz (!), was received in Glace Bay, 
Newfoundland, and then printed in the New York Times.  Marconi had the station built outside Clifden because that is the 
shortest shot to the New World, and there was a railroad link to Dublin.  Believe it or not, the station had 150 permanent 
and 200 casual staff.  However, better electronics made the station obsolete, and it closed in 1925. 
 
The Pielaks also played on most of Irelands 2 m and 70 cm repeaters.  It was a great holiday: family, friends, new and old, 
good stout, and the smell of peat smoke.  I’ll remember it always---and I’ll make sure to make it to the monument next 
time. 
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Pictures from the Marconi site: 

 

 
 

  
 
______________________ ____________________________________________________________  
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Field Day 2008 
by Dave Snyder, W4SAR 
Field Day Coordinator 
 
The Rules for Field Day 2008 are now available on the ARRL website. 
 
The major changes this year: 
 
**The bonus for "non-traditional modes" demonstrations is gone. In place of it is a bonus for Educational Activity. 
Essentially, we need to run an interactive, hands-on teaching activity. It was suggested that perhaps a clinic could be run 
where youth and /or newcomers get to build dipole antennas from scratch that would actually be used as back-up antennas 
at Field Day. We willentertain any other ideas - let us have 'em! The bonus is 100 points total for the weekend. 
 
**The GOTA (Get On The Air) station rules have been changed a bit.  

1) The new definition of "inactive hams" is: 
All hams newly licensed since Field Day last year 
All hams who have not worked HF ever 
All hams who have not worked any radio in two years 

 
2)  Anyone who operated at the GOTA station last year is ineligible 

to operate it this year! But fear not - we'll put you to work on the 
other stations. As always, non-licensed individuals are encouraged to 
operate the GOTA station as a control operator will always be present. 
 

At the meeting and with subsequent e-mail correspondence, I had asked for those interested in working as band captains to 
let me know of their interest. Those who were captains previously generally have right of first refusal. As of  March 1, 
here's the list of those confirmed as desiring to act as band captains: 
 
Steve, KZ1X: 40m CW 
Gary, AI4GT: 20m CW 
Ken, KR4FM: 20m Digi 
Dave, W4SAR: 15/40 Digi 
Gerry, KD4YJV: 15/40m SSB 
Dave, W4SAR: 80m SSB 
Katherine, KI4LLM: GOTA 
Joe, K4SAR: TBD 
Chris Pope, VHF/UHF 
 
In the past, Rob, N4ZAK has captained 10m SSB, Ted, KE4NBB and Russ, KF4WXD co-captained 20m SSB, please let 
me know ASAP if you want to step up again. Any others who want to captain a particular band/mode, let me know. A 
potentially lucrative point-getter will be 80m CW, a segment we have not operated on Field Day for quite some time.  
 
A band captain will be my point of contact to get the results from a particular band and mode of operation. You don't have 
to do all the work, just make sure a station is assembled, has operators, and that the contacts are logged and submitted to 
me. I will be putting together packets this year for the band captains which will have the FD rules, log and dupe sheets (as a 
backup to electronic logging), and, new for this year, a sign-up sheet for operators and a summary of the station equipment 
set-up. 
 
The Field Day Operation will once again be at Blackwood Farm, just north of the intersection of New Hope Church Road 
and NC Highway 86 halfway between Hillsborough and Chapel Hill. The official start of operations is 2:00pm local time 
on Saturday, June 28, ending at 2:00pm on Sunday, June 29. We may start setting up as of 2:00pm local time on Friday, 
June 27. Dee, KU4GC will coordinate meals, which have been excellent, and will let us know what the per head 
contribution will be. 
 
All band captains, logistics personnel, and whoever will coordinate acquisition of bonus points will be part of the standing 
Field Day committee. My intention, as this operation gets larger and more complex, is to make us efficiently competitive, 
but still keep it fun and newcomer friendly. I am looking forward to working/playing with all of you. 
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NORTH CAROLINA QSO PARTY @ N1YXU / N1LN 
by Bruce Meier, N1LN 
 
The annual North Carolina QSO Party was held on Sunday, February 24.   Once again this year, we decided to open up our 
house and make both our stations available for fellow OCRA members to participate in the QSO Party and work some CW 
or SSB.     
 
For the benefit of those that are not familiar with the rules, they are quite simple.   You can’t run more than 100 watts.   
You can’t run more than one station.  You CAN have more than one operator if you are entering as a club station.   Last 
year, we broke just a few of those rules so our entry did not count.  This year, we got creative.  As we wanted to maximize 
the opportunity of everyone to operate, that required us to use both stations.   Thanks to Dan (KR4UB) that was made 
possible.   Station 1 used our North Carolina Kilo Watts call – NC4KW.  Dan loaned us the OCRA club call for the day so 
Station 2 was signing W4UNC.   We stayed at the 100w level and had a great time. 
 
We only had two club members visit, but we still had a great time and turned in some pretty good scores.   Gary (AI4GT) 
came over and operated on 40 cw using NC4KW.  Later in the afternoon, Dave (W4SAR) came over and operated 40 and 
75 SSB on NC4KW and 75 SSB on W4UNC.   I operated only CW on both stations, and Laurie operated 20 mtr SSB on 
W4UNC.   Laurie wins the MOST QSOs award of the four of us.   (I have heard that a ladies voice is worth 3db of signal 
strength?)  
 
Several QSL cards have already been received for both stations. 
 
This is how the final scores looked at 10:00pm when the contest ended: 
 
NC4KW     W4UNC 
Band CW SSB    Band CW SSB  
80      80 81 71 
40 140 75    40 
20 2 0    20 58 234 
Total 142 75 = 217   Total 139 305  = 444 
Mults 58     Mults 90  
Score 33,558     Score 92,630 
 
The final results won’t be available for several weeks, but keep your eyes on the following URL for the results.   
http://www.w4nc.com/2008ncqsoparty.html 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




